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GOVEENOB THOMAS POWNALL'S DESCRIPTION OF 
THE STEEETS AND THE MAIN EOADS ABOUT 
PHILADELPHIA, 1754. 

f The following description of the streets and main roads leading out 
of Philadelphia in 1754 are extracted from " Governor Thomas Pownall's 
Journal" printed in " The Remembrancer, or Impartial Repository of 
Public Events for the Year 1777." London, 1778.] 

Road from Philadelphia to Wright's Ferry, on the River 
Susquehanna, 1754.. 

From Philadelphia to Coaltus-ferry, over the Schuylkill, 
one mile three quarters and fifty two perches. 

All the plans of Philadelphia reprefent it as extending 
from the River Delaware to the Schuylkill. This was indeed 
the original plan laid down on paper, and held out to the 
firft fettlers ; and it is said, that Mr. Perm fold many of the 
lots on the banks of the Schuylkill almoft as dear as thofe 
on the Banks of the River Delaware. That this town f hould 
ever have fuch extent is almoft impoffible ; it does not ex- 
tend one third of the way : those, therefore, who bought 
thefe lots on a fpeculation were much deceived. 

Another idea in the plan of this town was, that Front- 
ftreet, next the Delaware, should have no houfes immedi- 
ately on the bank, but a parapet : the banks are pretty high, 
and had a large beach at the foot of them. After the firft 
fettlers had bought thefe lots on Front-ftreet, it was found 
more convenient for the merchants and traders to build their 
warehoufes, and even dwellings-houfes, on the beach below, 
which they wharfed out. This part of the foil was not fold ; 
feveral took long leafes; and this became a ftreet of the 
dwelling-houfes, &c. of all the principal merchants and rich 
men of bufinefs, and was called "Water-ftreet — A prodig- 
ious advantage arofe to Mr. Penn's eftate upon the old long 
leafes falling in. The ftreet on the top of the bank, however, 
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keeps its original name, and is called Front-ftreet. The 
ftreet behind it, running parallel to it, is called Second-ftreet ; 
the next, Third-ftreet, and so on. The ftreets, which run 
acrofs thefe, at right angles, take their names from different 
trees, as Pine-ftreet, Chefnut- ftreet, and so on. At this 
day there are remaining in fome of the ftreets, the ftumps 
or roots of fome of the original Pine-trees. Front-ftreet 
ftretches further along the banks of the Delaware than as 
designed by the original plan, as the other ftreets are more 
and more defalcated of their length, fo that the fhape of 
the town at prefent is that of a femi-oval. It is built upon 
a point of land formed by the confluence of the Delaware 
and Schuylkill Rivers, and ftands a few miles above that 
confluence, and the fcite of it is that of a dead flat. The 
two rivers have formed, by the foil which they bring down 
mixing with the filt which the tide brings up, a low fwampy 
ifland, called Mud Ifland, at their confluence. The number 
of inhabitants in Philadelphia now, 1755, about 20,000. 

The houfes are all of brick ; the fronts of them precifely 
fuch as thofe in Oheapfide, London ; a pent over the bafe 
ftory, and fhops, and a little flip of a window to light a 
closet by the fide of the chimnies. On each fide the ftreets 
there is a trottoir paved with brick : the ftreets are not yet 
paved, but formed with gravel, as were the great ftreets of 
London about 200 years ago. 

The ferry-boats at Schuylkill, (about a mile and three 
quarters from Philadelphia,) are the most convenient I ever 
faw ; and the oars with which they are rowed over, rigged 
out in a manner the moft handy that can be devised ; they 
are fixed in an iron fork, fo as to have a perpendicular mo- 
tion, and they are loaded towards the hand, fo as to be nearly 
ballanced, leaving, however, the feather of the oar rather 
the more heavy ; this fork is fixed on a pivot, in the gunwale 
of the boat, by which the oar has free horizontal motion. 
By this fimple contrivance of mechanifm, a very flight boy 
can manage a pair of large heavy oars, and row over a large 
ferry-boat. 

From Coultus-ferry. 



The Streets and Main Roads about Philadelphia, 1754- 213 

Shadling, to the Black Horfe, four miles and a quarter, 
and twenty-one perches. 

Richard Hughs, the Three Tuns, two miles and a half, and 
fifty-three perches. 

Ann Millar's, the Buck, one mile and fixty-two perches. 

Richard Berry's, the Plough, two miles and three quarters, 
and fix perches. 

The Bull, Byer's, five miles and a half, and twenty- 
nine perches. 

The Vernon, G. Afhton's, three miles and a quarter, and 
fixty perches. 

At the Plough is a new tavern just set up the Unicorn. A 
mile west of this the road runs up the fouth mountain of 
the valley, and goes along the ridge of it until it defcends 
into the valley at the Vernon's Head. The road from the 
ferry to the Vernon runs inceffantly up hill and down, and 
through woods (Oak, Hickory, Chefnut) all the way, except 
here and there a plantation, and the beginnings of others. 
The whole land here is poffeffed by fettlers, but not fully 
cultivated, becaufe the fettlers have all bought large tracts 
on fpeculation ; the foil light, and rather ftony ; the face of 
the country like a large rolling fea. 

To the White Horfe, Hambright's, two miles and three 
quarters, and feventy-two perches. 

To the Ship, Thomas Parks, eight miles and a quarter, and 
twelve perches. 

At the Vernon's, 1 or "Warren's, Head the road defcends 
the fouth mountain into the valley, and then runs along the 
valley W, a little foutherly twelve miles. This is a narrow 
valley but a most pleafing landscape; a little brook runs 
through it, which falls into the Schuylkill at Swede's-ford. 
The valley, fully fettled and cultivated, every farmer has a 
lime-kiln for manure, or dreffing, to his land; they raife 
chiefly wheat — The farm-houfes all with fafh-windows, and 
bufked up on each fide with peach and apple orchards, and 
furrounded on all fides with every thing that looks like a 

1 This sign was originally that of Admiral Vernon, but hath been 
regenerated, and is now the Admiral Warren. 
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man's own bufiness being done tbere. The farms are fuch as 
yeomanry, not tenants, dwell in. The lands fell in the farm 
at about £.5 per acre for the freehold : lands on the weft 
fide of the North Mountain of this valley, fell at about £.3 
per acre in the farm. Except around the houfes in the 
bofom of the vale, the fettlements not well cleared; the 
caufe is, broken land, and large tracts. The fides of the 
two mountains, which enclofe this vale, are covered with 
woods. The fpecies as before. 

To the Waggon, James "Way's, fix miles and a half, and 
twelve perches. 

From the Ship to the Tun, by the "Waggon Tavern, the 
road paffes over the North Mountain of the valley, N". "W. 
it rifes by three ridges, between each of which there is a 
valley, each having a run of water through it. [To the Tun, 
John Millar's, fix miles, and fixty-four perches.] The firft 
ridge is the leaft ; the fecond and third, each bigger than 
the former : broken land, oak, chefnut, and hickory. The 
road does not get quite clear of the mountain till it comes to 
the Sun. [To the Hat, "Widow Caldwell's, fix miles and a 
quarter, and twelve perches.] I could not ride this last 
thirteen miles with eafe under three hours. I experienced 
the fame on my return as in going. The road runs thence 
wefterly over very hilly land to the "Widow Caldwell's, at 
the Hat: yet all this hilly country is but a vale enclofed 
by the valley mountain on the left, and the "Welch moun- 
tains on the right, but widens to the weft. From hence to 
Coneftoga-creek, pretty level, and fo to Lancafter. 

To the Eed Lion, Joseph Steers, fix miles and a half, and 
fifty-four perches. 

To Coneftoga-creek, four miles. 

To Lancafter, one mile and three quarters, and thirty 
perches. 

Lancafter, a pretty confiderable town, encreafing faft, and 
growing rich; a manufactory here of faddles and pack- 
faddles, alfo of guns ; a very confiderable ftage-town, in the 
way, by two roads, to the back- road and Indian Country; 
about 500 houfes. 
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To Mr. Wright's Ferry, at the Sufquahanna River, ten miles. 

The river wide, one mile and twelve perches. 

Between Lancafter and Mr. "Wright's, I faw one of the 
fineft farms one can conceive, and in the higheft culture, 
particularly one that was the eftate of a Switzer. Here it 
was that I firft faw the method of watering a whole range 
of paftures and meadows, on a hill fide, hy little troughs 
cut in the fide of the hill, along which the water, from 
fprings, was conducted, fo as that when the out-let of thofe 
troughs were ftopped at the end, the water ran over the 
fides, and watered all the ground between that and the 
trough next below it. I dare fay this method may be in ufe 
in England, I never faw it there, but faw it here firft. 

At Lancafter the road divides. There is another road 
which goes by Harris's Ferry over the fame river, but much 
higher to the northward. 

To Scott's, nine miles. 

At about three miles, the road croffes Little Coneftoga- 
creek ; and about four more, goes over a fteep f harp ridge. 
Hence, between Hughes and Sample's the road paffes over 
a fharp high ridge, on the N. W. fide of which at the foot, 
runs S. W. the Conewago-creek. Between thefe ridges, the 
land very hilly. 

To Bayley's, three miles. 

To Hughes's, four miles. 

To Sample's, four miles. 

To the Swatara-Creek, three miles. 

To Taylor's, three miles. 

To Harris's Ferry, eight miles. 

There is another great road, which goes from Philadelphia 
to the fame ferry, but keeps on the K". E. fide of the Schuyl- 
kill, and runs through German-town, &c. to Reading ; but in 
this road I have not yet gone upon further than Norrington. 
There is a crofs road on the N. W. fide of the Welch Moun- 
tains, the Flying and Oley Hills, which going from Lancaf- 
ter to Reading, chiefly through the vale of Coneftoga-creek, 
opens a communication between those two great roads. The 
ftages of which are, 
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From Reading to Sinking-spring, four miles. 

To Cococfing-creek, a fmall branch, three miles. 

To main branch, one mile. 

To Kiffinger's, three miles. 

Here the road goes over high ridges. 

To Cocolico-creek, one mile. 

To Donker's-town, Eprata, at the mill, feven miles — 

This is a branch of the great Coneftoga-creek. 

Thefe people, called Donker's, Doopers, or Domplers, are 
a ftrange fet of Protestant regulars. 

To Biar's mill, five miles. 

To Landis's, three miles. 

To the Three Tuns, three miles. 

This ftands on a branch of the Coneftoga, called Middle- 
creek. 

Here the road coming from Lancafter divides into three. 

To Lancafter, two miles. 

Road from Philadelphia through the Lower Counties, and Mary- 
land to Alexandria, on the Potdmack River, in Virginia. 

To the Lower Ferry, over the Schuylkill, four miles. 

To Derby, three miles. 

Derby looks very pretty, feen from off any of the hills 
round about it, for it ftands in a bottom, furrounded with 
hills. The houfes, built in one ftreet, all ftand in this bottom, 
and the fides of the hills are covered with houfes and 
farms. 

To Chefter, nine miles. 

Some very good farms betwixt this and Chefter. Chefter 
ftands clofe upon the Delaware ; employs nothing but fome 
fhalloops and a fchooner or two. 

To Chichefter and Marcus-hook, three miles. 

A good pretty village ; a place famous for cyder, as the 
country people fay. 

To "Wilmington, eleven miles. 

Wilmington is built on the fide of a hill on Chiftina-creek, 
and was, when firft fettled by the Swedes, called Chriftina. 



The Streets and Main Roads about Philadelphia, 1754- 217 

It is a regular well built town ; but not trade enough here to 
draw together a fufficient number of people to compleat it 
to its plan. It forms a very delightful profpect, feen from 
the oppofite fide of the river ; the ftreets lying in parallel 
lines, one below another, on the defcent of the hill. Ships 
and large veffels come up to the town; fh&lloops, &c. as 
high as Chriftina-bridge ; a ferry here. 

The lands lying near the Delaware River, and on the 
banks of the rivers and creeks, are very fine meadow lands. 
The lands between thefe, hilly, gullied all the way, and in 
fome places very ftony. 

To Newcaftle, fix miles. 

From hence to Newcaftle more level. 

To "Weatherfpools, 20 miles. 

In Maryland, level land all the way. 

To Frederick's-town, twelve miles. 

On Saffafras River, level. 

To New-town or Chefter, eighteen miles. 

The country well fettled, and excellent farms all the way. 

To Docking Tavern, eighteen or twenty miles. 

This lies on the eaft fide of Chefapeak-bay. 

To the Bay-fide or ferry, 14 miles. 

This is called the Narrows. — Here begins the plantations 
of Tobacco. 

Acrofs Kent Island, feven miles. 

This is all a flat, chiefly pine-lands. 

Acrofs the Bay, a ferry to Annapolis, twelve miles. 

From Annapolis to Queen Ann's-town, on the river 
Patuxent, thirteen miles. 

To Mr. Rofier's, on the banks of the River Potdmack, 
between twenty and thirty miles. 

Annapolis is the metropolis of Maryland ; it is f ituated on 
the fide of a fandy hill, in a little bay, within the main bay. 
It is faid, that the original plan of the town was laid in 
circular ftreets, with crofs ftreets running from the centre 
like radii. The State Houfe, Governor's Houfe, Affembly, 
Courts, &c. were to have formed the centre, at the top of the 
hill, with concentral ftreets going round the hill ; but the 
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town is far from being compleat, nor do the traces of such a 
plan appear in what is built; it makes a very irregular 
appearance, and is in fize and form but a very poor town. 
In fhort, both Maryland and Virginia are fo cut by creeks 
and rivers, that almoft every farm lies on fome creek, or on 
the bay, with water carriage even for fhips up its yard. In 
confequence of this, there is not, nor ever will be, in thofe 
parts, any one confiderable port or town, but numbers of 
little ones, unlefs Alexandria, which has been fettled about 
two years, and is f ituated at the feet of the great falls of 
Potomack River, at the head of Marine Navigation, up to 
which a twenty gun f hip of war may come, (there are now 
two there) fhould upon the fettling of the back countries, 
become a barcadore and port to them. Alexandria has at 
prefent one exceeding good houfe of Lord Fairfax's, and 
about f ixty or feventy others ; it has alfo a Court Houfe. 



